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OUTCOMES FOR SURVEY OF OLD TESTAMENT  

• Familiarize oneself with the Old Testament in order to cultivate a deeper 
understanding and appreciation for the Scriptures and biblical study. 

• Understand the impact of geography and history on the forming of the 
Israelite community and its history. 

• Understand the construction of the Pentateuch. 
• Explain how the Old Testament is not a history book but a profound story of 

God’s relationship with God’s Chosen People. 
• Identify and understand the meaning and role of select “major” and “minor” 

prophets. 
• Understand the factors that caused the fall of Jerusalem and the Babylonian 

Exile.   



OPENING PRAYER 

Lord, inspire us to read your Scriptures and to meditate upon 
them day and night.  
We beg you to give us real understanding of what we need, 
that we in turn may put its precepts into practice.  
Yet, we know that understanding and good intentions are 
worthless, unless rooted in your graceful love.  
So we ask that the words of Scripture may also be not just 
signs on a page, but channels of grace into our hearts.  
Amen.  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
A prayer attributed to Origin from the 2nd and 3rd centuries.  



INTRODUCING THE OLD TESTAMENT 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
 As we know, the word bible comes from the Greek ta biblia which means books.  The Catholic version of the old testament consisting of 46 books as opposed to the Protestant version which has 39 books.  The Catholic bible includes the Apocrypha or Deuterocanonical books which are Tobit, Judith, Wisdom, Sirach, Baruch, additions to Esther, Jerimiah and Daniel and 1 & 2 Maccabees.  These books were rejected by St. Jerome when he translated the bible from Hebrew to Latin and during the Protestant Revolution, it was decided that since these books were not in the Hebrew bible they shouldn’t be included in the Christian bible.  The Council of Trent in 1546 ratified these books as canonical keeping them in the Catholic bible.  Since the New Testament proclaims the life and message of Jesus Christ as the” good news” and sees in Jesus the continuation and fulfillment of the old testament’s hopes of a Savior and Messiah, it is faith in this Jesus that makes the crucial difference between how we as Christian understand the Old Testament as opposed to its original audience the Jews.  A true understanding of the Old Testament helps us to appreciate the common faith we share with our Jewish neighbors and to get to know the Old Testament on its own terms.  Only then can we have faithful insight into the full story of God’s relationship with the human race and with Israel from its earliest revelation to revelation in Jesus Christ.  



CATECHISM OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH 
 

“The Old Testament is an indispensable part of Sacred Scripture.  Its books are divinely 
inspired and retain a permanent value, for the Old Covenant has never been revoked.” 
“Indeed, the economy of the Old Testament was deliberately so oriented that it should 
prepare for and declare in prophecy the coming of Christ, redeemer of all men.  Even 

though they contain matters imperfect and provisional, the books of the Old Testament 
bear witness to the whole divine pedagogy of God’s saving love: these writings are a 

storehouse of sublime teaching on God and of sound wisdom on human life, as well as a 
wonderful treasury of prayers; in them, too, the mystery of our salvation is present in a 

hidden way.” 
 

“Christians venerate the Old Testament as true Word of God.  The Church has always 
vigorously opposed the idea of rejecting the Old Testament under the pretext that the New 

has rendered it void.”   
                                                                               (CCC 121-123 from Dei Verbum) 



THE GREAT THEMES OF THE  
OLD TESTAMENT 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In order to appreciate the Old Testament, it is important for us to be able to discover the unifying themes that makes the Hebrew Scriptures a testament of faith, a treasury of different voices that express the breadth and beauty of the human experience of God over the ages.  The central theme of the Old Testament is historical, the story of God’s intervention into human history on behalf of the Israelites.  This is not an ordinary history but a special Salvation History that concentrates on the moments when God revealed himself in certain events or divine words for human guidance through Moses or the prophets.  Another major focus is that of “proclamation” or Confession of God.  Israel celebrating their relationship with God.  



THE PERSON OF GOD 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The single dominant theme in the Old Testament would be the “person of God”.  Who is God?  What does God do? Why does God do it?  It is also the story of the people of Israel and how God interacted with them.   How they began to understand God through their experience as a people.  The Bible testifies to the universal greatness and love of God.  Israel made no claim that God acted only on its behalf, nor did it insist that its knowledge of God was entirely special and revealed only to them.  Israel acknowledged the insights of other peoples with one example of the flood story in Genesis which is part of the tradition of many ancient cultures.  But because of Israel’s strong sense of God’s special intervention into their history, it felt a duty to both remember the wonderful things God had done for them and also to proclaim and affirm the truth about this God to the whole world.  What the Old Testament reveals about God can be summarized best by reflecting on the following great themes.



GOD IS ONE 
• The most important theme.  

• A world of many competing gods. 
• A single, loving, divine being.  
• God’s role in human history.   

• The Transcendence of God.  
“Here. O Israel!  The Lord is our God, 
the Lord alone!  Therefore you shall 
love the Lord, your God, with your 
whole heart, and with your whole 

being, and with your whole strength.” 
Deuteronomy 6:4-5 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The first and most important theme is that God is one.  Israel lived in a world with many competing gods with many debasing the idea of divine power.  Most of these religions were an attempt to understand the forces of nature and the mysteries of life that faced humans every day.  Why was there drought, sickness and death?  This led to different divine powers in an attempt to manipulate the gods into doing what the people needed or wanted.  These divine beings were actually glorified humans complete with our envies, pettiness, moods and self-interest.  The world and its gods were basically the same.  Israel, in contrast, insisted on a single divine being who ordered and controlled everything out of love for the goodness of creation.  Their one God never acted out of whims and did not tolerate immoral behavior as part of worship.  Their God was never threatened by rivals or struggled with other forces.  Above all, this God ruled human history.  Actively guided, protected, cared for, in human affairs but is never confused with the created things of the world.  The Old Testament returns again and again to the premise that God is Holy, God is King, God is Shepherd, God is Father, God is Creator to emphasize the transcendence of God.  God is near the world but never of it.   6.    The highest point in Old Testament theology is reached in the famous prayer of Deuteronomy 6  Quote.  Choosing the Lord as one’s personal unique God. 



GOD ACTIVE IN 
HISTORY 

• God as an actor in history. 
• History is not neutral. 
• History is ever new.  
• Salvation History.  
• God as Liberator and 

Savior.   
• The New Testament 

proclamation of Jesus.   

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Throughout the Old Testament we see how God is an actor in history.  Israel is literally created by the action of God.  God reveals that history is not neutral but it is a stage for the discovery of the self-revealing God.  Israel disputes the pagan idea of a circular time with unending, repeating cycles of events in which nothing is ever really new.  Through the eyes of Israel, history is ever new, always moving ahead.  We can grow better or worse in it and we can certainly learn from it.  This insight flows from the worship and adoration of a transcendent God.  If God is not merely part of nature, tied to the seasons of nature, God can act upon it.  Salvation history is Israel remembering and learning from those moments when God acted in the events that became crucial to their past existence.  Salvation history underscores Israel’s breakthrough insight that God not only cares about humans but operates in a carefully ordered and loving way for the good of humans.  Not just in the moment but always.  Next page…Above all, this insight into divine activity declares that God was (and is) a Liberator and Savior.  He delivers the patriarchs Abraham, Isaac and Jacob; he saves Moses and the slaves at the Red Sea; he hears the cry of the poor and listens to them; he frees his servant who gives witness through suffering; he pleads with Israel to return and change its heart and be liberated.  This theme is the background for understanding the New Testament proclamation of Jesus; the central motif of the later themes of messiah and hope.  And it definitely has vital ramifications for our world today.  



PERSONAL 
RESPONSE 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Following the theme that God is an actor in history and time, is the necessity for human response to what God does.  The Old Testament never accepts that worship of God that is mere gratitude for the preservation and daily working of nature is adequate.  Ours is a personal God who demands from us a personal response of friendship, loyalty, obedience, and communication.  In scripture this can be seen in passages that recognize God’s glory in the world or in the temple in Jerusalem.  It takes shape in the spirit of trust and even complaints freely offered that form the fabric of the psalms.  This personal response makes possible the existence of the great prophets who not only speak in God’s name but also watch over and insist upon concrete replies in both words and deeds.  The very creation of the Bible as a sacred book stems from the awareness that Israel must express itself fully before God – both in telling of its story and in constant praise of the living and present God in our midst.  



PRAYER 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Prayer or the praise of God is the concrete application of this human response.  Israel was a community that learned to place its purpose and hopes and self-understanding only in God.  When we read the Scriptures, we should not consider just the psalms as our prayer.  All of the biblical text tells of the glory of God.  It is not always easy to see praise of a good God in the violence of Joshua or Judges or in the doubts of Job or in Ecclesiastes but Israel saw God’s blessings even there.  They could still pray in the midst of crisis all around them.  It is easy to think God has abandoned us in times of struggle and injustice.  Instead the bible teaches us something about our continual need to struggle for what is right while proclaiming the only God can accomplish it.  



COVENANT “BERIT”  
“Come, now, let us make a covenant, you and I; and it will be a 
treaty between you and me.”  Genesis 31:44 

“Jonathan and David made a covenant, because Johnathan 
loved him as his very self.”  1 Samuel 18:3 

“Take no revenge and cherish no grudge against your own 
people.  You shall love your neighbor as yourself.  I am the Lord.”  
Leviticus 19:18 
 

 An unbreakable covenant-union with their God. 

 God’s love and mercy for them. 

 Commandments to guide their daily life. 

 Worship, fidelity, and obedience is owed to God. 

 Marked by the sign of that covenant bond.   
 

“So the Lord passed before him and proclaimed:  The Lord, the 
Lord, a God gracious and merciful, slow to anger and 

abounding in love and fidelity, continuing his love for a thousand 
generations.”  Exodus 34:6-7 

 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Old Testament came into existence by the remembering of an ongoing community who received the testimony of others and took the responsibility of that testimony seriously.  This was a community who clung stubbornly to the conviction that God had entered into a special relationship and covenant with them.  A covenant that established bonds of loyalty and responsibility between God and the people of Israel.  The Hebrew word Berit best expresses the idea of a covenant relationship between God and his people.  This term expresses the solemn contract between Jacob and Laban in Genesis quote, The alliance of friendship between David and Jonathan in 1 Samuel quote, and how strongly this covenant demands love of neighbor as much as oneself in Leviticus quote.Berit is a term so rich that it captures the heart of Israel’s religious beliefs.  1.  the people are bound to an unbreakable covenant-union with their God.  2.  God has made known his love and mercy to them.  3.  God has given them commandments to guide their daily life.  4.  They owe God worship, fidelity, and obedience.  5.  they are marked by the sign of that covenant bond.This covenant created the unity of the nations of Israel and in return God pledges himself to be Israel’s personal protector and helper and present in times of prosperity or failure.  This is summed up in Exodus quote.  



TRADITION 

• Ancient traditions. 
• Biblical revelation within 

and beyond the structures 
of society. 

• Survival in the face of trial.    
• The Torah.  

Presenter
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Israel of the Old Testament is above all a people of tradition and institutions.  The traditions of the Old Testament reflect all sides of life in the community that come from a very long period, at least a thousand years.  Biblical revelation in the Old Testament uses the structures of society to help the community function religiously, but it also moves beyond these structures.  Israel demanded fidelity and obedience of its Kings to God’s law as no other ancient monarchs faced and it could demand from individual tribes a cooperation and submission for the good of all Israel.  When the Assyrians destroyed the Northern Kingdom of Israel, there was the understanding that God worked in their lives even when they did not have the promised land to live in.  When the temple and the king were destroyed by the Babylonians and they were sent into exile, they knew God would continue to work in new ways. They continued to follow the teachings of the Torah and did not shrink from their sacrifice laws and regulations.  



MERCY AND JUSTICE 
“Slow to anger, rich in kindness.”  

“Let us make human beings in our image, in 
our likeness.” 

“Speak to the whole Israelite community 
and tell them: Be holy, for I, the Lord your 

God, am holy.” 
 
 

 The prophets as the 
ethical watchdogs. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
One of the significant themes of the Old Testament is Israel’s struggle with the tension between God’s will and their often sinful and selfish response.  The Israelites never failed to proclaim God to be a God of mercy who is “slow to anger and rich in kindness”.  But they tempered it with a true awareness of God’s justice.  That God does make demands on the community.   If we are truly created in the image and likeness of God as it says in Genesis, we have a moral choice and moral responsibility.  Leviticus 19 insists over and over that Israel needs to obey God’s law because God is holy.  The Israelite people understood that if God faithfully treats the world in an ethical and right fashion out of love and goodness, then the proper human response must be the same.   Next page… Central to this theme are the prophets who were basically the ethical watchdogs of the time.  They recalled the tradition reminding the people how God had acted in the past. What the covenant had taught.  And insisted that Israel not forget the freedom of God to act in new ways or the faithfulness of God in spite of repeated violations of the covenant.  We hear from the prophets throughout the old testament because even though Israel knows and understands the faithfulness of God and their responsibility to respond in kind, Israel forgets at times, sometimes often.  Their prophecy challenges these times of forgetfulness and is often seen as the highlight of Old Testament revelation rooting itself forcefully in the covenant and narratives.  



HOPE AND GOODNESS OF 
CREATION 

 

• Hope in the future.  
• Hope in the midst of crisis. 
• Hope of a Messiah.    
• Hope in the knowledge of a good God. 
 

“God looked at everything he had made, and 
found it very good.” 
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Presentation Notes
The prophet’s role as ethical watchdog, critic and challenger is balanced by the fact that the prophetic office also brings comfort and hope in times of trouble and loss.  Biblical theologians often speak of the eschatology (es ca tol ogy) in the bible, the dynamic expectation that God will decisively act in the future.  The confidence that God has all of time and human history under one majestic plan and that there will be moments of profound change when God intervenes.  This conviction took shape during the many number of crisis moments faced by Israel.  Their captivity in Egypt, loss of northern Israel and ten of the twelve tribes; the loss of land, the temple, the king and their independence.  Never in any of these crisis events did Israel come to the conclusion that God would not act again.  Many times they interpreted theses crisis points as punishment for their own evil deeds and the prophets frequently warned them that God had future punishment if they did not convert their ways.  Even though this fear of future punishment was always there, there remained a conviction that God would always be there to renew and restore because above all God was faithful.  Next page…This knowledge and hope in a loving faithful God led to the hope of a messiah one day.  A messiah that would be sent by God, greater than any king who would bring about the fullness of Israel.  These hopes were really quite late in the Old Testament period and was becoming common among other writings and in Jewish groups just before the time of Christ.  Although the suffering Messiah Jesus was not what they were expecting, it was none the less revealed what the Israelites always knew through the prophets; God does not always do what we hope for, but very often acts in new and surprising ways.  There are many passages in the Old Testament that express the deep conviction of God’s majestic power and blessing on all of creation.  This is found in the creation story in Genesis.  It is seen in the blessing and promise stories of Noah, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.  In the Wisdom poems of Job, in Proverbs, Sirach and in the overwhelming imagery of praise in the Book of Psalms.  The Old Testament has little to say about an afterlife.  Only the Book of Daniel details the belief in an afterlife.  Israel always saw its God as giving and restoring life, making barren women pregnant (Sarah) and bringing back the righteous from the depths of Sheol, but because they focused so strongly on the covenant between God and the community, they wondered little how that bond could be continued after death.  But eventually their radical belief that God was good without fail from beginning to end led them to the assertion that God could raise the dead who had suffered unjustly and could preserve the faithful into the life yet to come.  



HISTORY AND 
GEOGRAPHY 

OF THE 
ISRAELITE 

PEOPLE 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We cannot fully understand the message of the Old Testament unless we understand the peoples of the ancient world.  When we read the Old Testament, we cannot forget that each and every phrase was originally written for an audience 2 or 3 thousand years ago by and for people who lived, worked and thought much differently than we do.  They had none of our scientific knowledge, traveled little or not at all rarely meeting a foreigner and most never read or wrote a word in their whole lives.  They also had no hint at all of the coming of Christ so their interpretation of the Hebrew scriptures is much different from ours since we have the benefit of the fulfillment of the revelation in Jesus Christ.  



DAILY LIFE IN ANCIENT ISRAEL 
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The people of ancient Israel mainly settled in small villages dependent on farming, fishing and shepherding for a living.  As the new kingdoms were established by David and Solomon, the economic and political life shifted to urban centers where goods were bought and sold.  Family life was patriarchal in structure.  Under Mosaic law, the father had a final power of decision but the bible gives few examples where women are treated with disrespect or contempt.  In many cases women rose to perform important social functions.  The Book of Judith and the Book of Esther are built around women who led Israel in moments of great danger.  Families maintained strong clan loyalty for the protection of its members along with a strong sense of duty to protect and care for widows.  Custom dictated the nearest male relative took the widow of a childless brother into his home, treating her as his wife and raising any children in the name of his brother.  Children had a place in the family and were educated to be responsible adults.  The Book of Proverbs is filled with advice on the proper behavior expected from children and the importance of discipline in their upbringing.  Families were important but their ultimate loyalty was to Yahweh, the God of the Chosen people.  



MAJOR ARCHAEOLOGICAL TIME 
PERIODS 

25,000 to 3400      B.C.        Stone Age 
  3400  to 1200      B.C.        Bronze Age 
  1200  to   539      B.C.        Iron Age 
 
    539  to   323      B.C.        Persian Period 
    323  to     63      B.C.        Hellenistic Period 
      63  to   324      A.D.        Roman Period 
    324  to   630      A.D.        Byzantine Period 
 
 
   
   

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In reading the Old Testament as history, we must pay attention to dates, especially the big ones.  Ancient history is usually divided into 3 major periods that get their names from the type of tools used:Stone age:  When Early humans first discovered that stones can be sharpened into crude tools and weapons by chipping and flaking one stone against another.  Bronze age:  With the discovery of how to smelt copper into bronze stone axes and knives became obsolete.  Iron age:  The age when metal workers learned to forge and produce the much better and harder metal iron in usable amounts.  After the rise of the great empires, dates are more accurately pinpointed as part of the empire of the time.  Bullets The Persian, Hellenistic or Greek, Roman and Byzantine.  Old testament history basically lies only in the later part of the Bronze age and in the Iron age but many of the ancient near East’s most important ideas and cultural patterns were already being set in the last centuries of the Stone Age as the human family moved from a nomadic and hunting lifestyle to a settled town and agricultural life.  It is thought that this change from nomadic to settled first took root in the area of the Bible lands stretching from the Mediterranean seacoast of Palestine and Turkey eastward to modern Iran.  This change forced people together so they had to learn how to cooperate with one another, the beginning of civilization as we know it.  



LANGUAGE OF THE OLD 
TESTAMENT 
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Presentation Notes
In the Ancient Near East, many different ethnic groups often lived side by side with many languages spoken often leading to rivalries and local hatreds.  The largest group was what we call the Semitic family, a classification based on the language they spoke.  The Semitic family included the Akkadians which consisted of Babylonians and Assyrians, Arabs, Arameans, Canaanites, Moabites, Edomites, Ammonites and Hebrews.  For Old Testament study, the most important family is Semitic, because the language of the Old Testament is mostly Hebrew with only a little Aramaic in the Books of Ezra and Daniel, and Greek in the deuterocanonical (du tero canonical) books.  The Hebrew language was closely related to the Canaanites who lived in Palestine and Syria.  



THE GEOGRAPHY OF THE ANCIENT 
NEAR EAST 

Presenter
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Just as the people differed in the ancient world, so do the lands they lived in.  Egypt and Mesopotamia, the first great civilizations, were both river valleys.  Between them lay mostly desert in Syria and Arabia.  To the north and east are high mountain ranges that divided on nation from another.  The deserts and mountains provided some security from invading tribes.  The land between the mountains and desert is referred to as the “fertile crescent” because of its shape.  This area was where the most population was concentrated because of the fertile agricultural land.  This area was also attractive to the mountain tribes who constantly invaded to try to capture this land for themselves.  Palestine itself had little natural protection since it was a narrow strip of settled territory along the seacoast.  This strip of land formed a natural highway for merchants, visitors, pilgrims, and invaders between the great city-states of Egypt and Mesopotamia.  Being an international crossroads probably led directly to the high literary culture found in the Old Testament.  The Biblical authors seem to have known well the beliefs and writings of other nations, and also produced a quality of writing and thought unequaled in the ancient world.  



SUMERIANS 
 First Major Civilization 
 Large irrigation projects 
 Walled cities 
 Rich literature 
 Tools of Civilization 

 Large work forces 
 More Social organization 
 Invented writing and 

mathematics 
 Developed the cartwheel 

and potter’s wheel 
 Formal schools 
 Governing systems 
 Quality art and metalwork 

 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Sumerians emerged about 3500 BC in the marshes and fields between the Tigris and Euphrates Rivers becoming the first major civilization.  The Sumerians built cities and began large irrigation projects to drain the southern swamps and to channel river water to the dry but workable fields that stretch across the plains of Mesopotamia.  Sumerian CultureThe lived in walled cities A rich literature developed.  It was through this literature and the Sumerian language that certain themes such as the origin of man in a well-watered garden and of Ziusudra the flood survivor came to the notice of biblical scribes.  As the cities grew, so did the tools of civilization.  Creation of large work forces to keep the irrigation system goingDevelopment of more and more social organizations.   They invented writing about 3200 BC as well as an advanced mathematics based on a system founded on the number 6 (rather than on 10 as we use now).  Next page…They developed the cartwheel to transport goods and the potter’s wheel.  They had formal schools, the first systematic law books, and collection of proverbs and wisdom sayings.   They originally governed their city-states by an assembly of free citizens drawn from different classes: elders, nobles, priests, etc.  These city-states also included slaves who were usually prisoners of war.  As these city-states and its surrounding farmland and villages became greater and more powerful, the local assembly gave way to the idea of divinely appointed kings who ruled as the god’s regent or deputy.  The beauty of their art and metalwork in gold and silver still stands out today and can be seen in a collection of Sumerian objects gathered in the British Museum from the royal tomb of Ur.  



AKKADIAN-SPEAKING CULTURES 
 End of the Sumerian Power 

 
 Assyria  

 
 Babylon 

 
 Syria 

 
 The Philistines 

 
 The Hittites 

 
 Persians 

Presenter
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About 2400 BC, Sargon of Akkad (A Kad) became the first great Semitic ruler to break the power of the Sumerians.  The Akkadian Empire owed most of its cultural ideas to the Sumerians before it.  After the fall of Sumerian power and the short-lived empire of Sargon of Akkad, northern and southern Mesopotamia gradually developed in different directions with Babylon to the south and Assyria  to the north.  Assyria became a world power in the 10th century BC when it began to expand to the north and west and formed a empire marked by policies of deportation of subject peoples, state terror, brutal treatment of prisoners and reduction of conquered lands into a tightly  controlled province system.  Under a series of strong rulers, Assyria formed an empire that included as conquered provinces all of Babylon, Urartu to the north, Syria and the northern Kingdom of Israel by the 8th century.  This empire continued into Lebanon, the land of the Philistines, the southern Kingdom of Judah and the smaller kingdoms of Edom, Moab and Ammon across the Jordon.  Assyrian documents record any events pertaining to the Bible including mention of the Israelite kings as well as the Judean kings  The overextended empire of Assyria quickly collapsed before the rising power of Babylon to the south and the Medes to the east.  Next page….Babylon  the cultural center and was a universally admired model of true civilization for all Near Eastern peoples.  Babylon did not achieve true independence until the reigns of King Nabopolassar (Na bo polaser) and his son Nebuchadnezzar from 625 to 562 BC.  It was always revered for its art, literature and science.  The Akkadian language of Babylonian was the diplomatic language throughout the Near East.  Even the Egyptian Pharaoh used it to write to the cities of Palestine.  Besides the influence of Babylonian literature in the stories of chapters 1 to 11 of Genesis (Creation, Adam & Eve, Cane & Abel, Noah & the flood, the Tower of Babel), most of the biblical references to Babylon center on the period from 700 to 540 BC.  We have all read about the destruction of the temple in Jerusalem and the subsequent exile of the Jewish people in Babylon.  The ancient country of Ugarit, now known as Syria, used a western Semitic language similar to early biblical Hebrew revealing the religious ideas of the Canaanites in their own words, not in the condemnatory words of the Hebrew prophets.  The Philistines are first recorded as dwelling in the Southwestern coast of Palestine, later named for them, around 1200 BC.  They were part of a group called the Sea People, who migrated by sea to the southeastern Mediterranean.  In Palestine, the Philistine invaders formed a tight alliance of five city-states.  Near the end of the Book of Judges, about 1050 BC, a major expansion of the Philistines into the hills where Israel had settled took place.  Israel suffered several major defeats, including the loss of the ark of the covenant at the battle of Ebenezer.  These attack led to a call for a king over Israel at the time of prophet Samuel.  The story of Saul and David in 1 and 2 Samuel reflects this period of conflict.  King David was able to make the Philistine cities his subjects. 	Next page…The Hittites were a people of probably Indo-European origin in the area of modern Turkey.  The Hittites were often in conflict with other countries which we read about in Exodus and Joshua.  Persia, the modern nation of Iran, east of Mesopotamia, was the homeland of two powerful national groups, the Medes in the north and the Persians in the south.  The Medes allied themselves with Babylon but fell victim to their own king, Cyrus of Persia about 550.  The 2 centuries of Persian rule from 539 to 333 were a period of relative quiet and stability in the West thus leaving little impression in the Old Testament writings and are some of the least known years in biblical history.  



LITERARY TOOLS FOR OLD 
TESTAMENT STUDY 

 Textual Criticism 
“…the text be restored as 
perfectly as possible, be 

purified from the corruptions 
due to the carelessness of the 

copyists and be freed, as far as 
may be done, from glosses and 

omissions.”  Pope Pius XII 
 

  Modern translations are 
generally quite accurate. 

 Annotated and Study Bibles. 
 Biblical Commentaries. 

Presenter
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As we know, Scripture is divinely inspired, even though they appear on paper as human words.  They have been passed down from generation to generation first with replacing old worn out copies with hand-copied manuscripts and then later through the use of the printing press.  These copies were not necessarily saved from human error by divine intervention.  The scribes of old ran the greatest risk of making mistakes but even the early printing presses had to be hand set by human hands sometimes leading to errors also.  Sometimes mistakes happened because earlier copies had changes or errors in them leading to later copies containing the same errors.   This has led to a whole science that has grown up within the study of the Bible to judge the accuracy and quality of the ancient texts that have been passed down to us.  This science of looking for better and more accurate manuscripts is called Textual Criticism.  Pope Pius XII, in his encyclical letter Divino affiante Spiritu, boldly endorsed St. Augustine’s statement that the main responsibility of biblical scholars is to produce a corrected text.  Pope Pius called on scholars to ensure that  Quote.  Next page…We benefit from this scholarship in a number of ways.  We can be assured that modern translations, while available in a variety of styles and layouts (teen, children, women, men, etc.) are generally quite accurate.The notes that accompany a translation at the bottom of the text give very valuable background information, point out problems with the original text, and explain difficult terms.  It is worth getting a bible that has footnotes-sometimes called Annotated Bibles or Study Bibles.There are many commentaries on individual books of the Old Testament available for deeper study.  Anyone who begins to read the Bible regularly will want to find a commentary that not only explains the biblical author’s way of thinking but also offers some theological insights into the meaning of the text for Christians and Jews today.  



THE BIBLE AS LITERATURE AND 
STORY 

Oral 
Tradition 

Presenter
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The Bible is much more that a “text” to be restored to its original beauty; it is the literature of a living people.  Scripture is about the experience, challenges, joys and sorrows of the Hebrew people.  Some of these texts are best expressed by Poetry which are love songs, hymns and laments or Prose which can be biographies, historical records and lists.  Some human expression can take on either form in describing the beauty of nature, heroic sagas of famous people or prophetic warnings of doom.  Communication in the ancient world was mostly oral Societies that rely on oral tradition look at knowledge and history far differently than do people who are accustomed to reading.  Their memories were much better than ours but they did not memorize in the sense we do.  The ancient people often heard stories and events told in a command setting, on special feast days when religious leaders would recite the ancient traditions, in schools where masters gave and interpreted the laws with vivid examples or in gatherings for entertainment.  These recited traditions were constantly updated and enlivened by new examples.  Oral style demanded the storytellers stick to the well-known plot or basic outline of facts but the details and order of minor incidents or even added episodes were acceptable.  Next page…Oral cultures in the ancient Near East did not consider exact facts and specific dates as important.  The common religious belief was that salvation and wholeness were to be found in that first moment of creation when all things had been originally perfect.  The oral tradition of the scriptures was centered on sacred times of the years when the people could reach back and touch that ancient creation by celebrating in temples cut off from the everyday world or the great New Year’s feast when nature renewed its beginning like the very first beginning.  Remembering exact dates and events sometimes only served as a block to achieving union with the moment of the divine creation.  It doesn’t mean they didn’t have a sense of their own history, they did, but they expressed it and gave meaning to it by using themes from the great myths of creation or through reference to heroic deeds and the lives of the great primitive gods, heroes and kings.  The actual details of historical events were far less important to the ordinary person than the actual event in whatever form the storytelling took.  It is important to recognize that biblical historians thought they were writing a history of their people, rendering an account of the people’s past and their covenant with God.  There are quite a number of wonders and strange tales in the Old Testament such as the strength that Samson got from his hair or the power of Elisha to lift a heavy axe from the bottom of a lake, tales that have taken on the affect of the heroic and legendary in their retelling over the centuries.  But even in these “mythical elements” the storyteller preserved the real meaning: that God gave these figures supernatural help.



BIBLICAL CRITICISM 

“God, in many and various 
ways, has spoken to our 

ancestors by the prophets, but 
now, in this final time, has 

spoken to us through his Son.” 
  

Letter to the Hebrews 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Once we recognize the great variety that old traditions take when passed down in an ancient culture, we understand better the need to develop tools that can identify the types of literature found in different books of the bible.  It is important that there are tools to trace how the types of literature changed as they were passed down, what happened when they were put into writing, how many versions of the same stores existed, and a host of other questions.  Biblical criticism is needed to sort out the many layers of religious thought over hundreds of years that are found in the Old Testament.  Not all of the books in Hebrew scripture were written at the same time and there are many older as well as newer levels of them.  Even the New Testament attests to this with the opening declaration in the Letter to the Hebrews Quote.  This process of going beneath the layers of the Old Testament is done by the use of three literary tools:



SOURCE CRITICISM 
• Literary Criticism 
• Looks at repetitions and 

inconsistencies 
• Earlier documents 

• Other writers? 
• Other editors? 
 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Source Criticism, sometimes referred to as “literary criticism” studies the specific problem of whether there are written documents behind our present scripture text.  It answers the problems of repetitions and inconsistencies mainly in the Pentateuch which will address later in this presentation.  Source critics look at the contradictory styles of writing that appear side by side in a single book, for example calling the covenant mountain Sinai in one line and Horeb in the next.   It also looks at repetitions such as how a patriarch lies in telling a foreign king that his wife is really his sister, something that appears 3 times in Genesis, twice involving Abraham and once involving Isaac.  In source criticism, scholars will look at earlier documents and find out that several writers Bullet and editors Bullet may have been participated in writing a particular section leading to the duplications or difference in terms or names.  It becomes somewhat of a jigsaw puzzle as they piece all the data together.  



FORM CRITICISM 

• Who is speaking? 
• Who is the audience? 
• What is being said?  
• Where is it said? 
• What is the purpose? 

 
Defining the unit. 
Naming the form used. 
Describing its setting in life. 
Identifying its purpose. 

 
 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Form Critic always asks: Bullets:  Who is speaking?  Who is the audience?  What is being said?  Where is it said?  What is the purpose?  	They must not only ask who spoke originally but who was the one who added the additions, who was the editor who wrote it down, who revised that edition and so on.  They then go on to ask the what, where & why questions for each instance.  One fundamental aspect of form criticism is the belief that oral tradition does not change its forms rapidly.  The same wording and oral or written formula may remain frozen for long periods of time. Form Criticism follows these 4 steps. 1.   In order to identify the form of a piece of literature, form critics must have the whole piece, nothing more and nothing less, or they may confuse different types together.  Our modern bibles often mark off different units by paragraphs or bold-type headings.2.  Is the unit a lament? A letter? A saga?  This is often referred to as naming the literary genre of the unity.  If we miss the proper kind of genre of form, we may never find out how it came to be used where it is.    Next page…3.  After knowing what form the piece has, we try to identify its original social context, and to ask what kind of thinking gave rise to such as expression.  Do we know something about the people from the way they spoke?  4.  The final step seeks what function or purpose this piece served in the original oral stage, and what purpose it now serves in the larger written work of which it is a part.  Can we trace what changes took place in the people of Israel by knowing how these two uses differ?  Form criticism seeks to capture the actual growth of each book.  Form Criticism by its nature includes tracing a text through all levels from the most primitive oral sayings to the finished product.  



TRADITION HISTORY CRITICISM 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
  In Tradition History Criticism, the scholar studies the circles of scribes, wise men, priests, or prophets and how they responded to new situations.  Tradition history looks at the diverse interests of each region of Palestine in order to better understand the moments of decisive importance and change when the traditions had to be reworded to meet new needs.  An example would be the coming of the kingships of David and Solomon when old tribal ideas had to be adapted to a more advanced and complex urban style of life.  Another would have been the loss of their king, temple and political independence in the Babylonian exile.  The specific task of tradition history criticism is to trace the use and reuse of biblical materials from their earliest forms and settings in the life of Israel down through the stages of their being written and rewritten until they reached the final form as it is now found in our bibles.  Where form criticism stresses discovery of the earliest oral units, and source criticism stresses the earliest written sources, tradition history concerns itself with the later adaptations and reworkings of the text.  The use of such modern historical-critical tools for interpreting and understanding the Bible was at first limited to Protestant biblical scholars in Germany and England.  Catholic scholarship in this area increased when Pope Pius XII issued his encyclical letter giving Catholic biblical scholars encouragement to examine the ancient sources and literary forms in order to deepen the understanding of the sacred texts.  



THE CANON OF THE 
OLD TESTAMENT 

• 46 Books in the Old 
Testament 

• The Law or Torah 
• The Prophets or Nevi’im 
• The Writings or Ketuvim 
• TaNaK 
• As early as 130 BC 
• Historical Books 
• The Septuagint 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We know that the bible contains both the old and the New testament.  For the Jews it contains only the Old Testament.  For Christians, the New Testament proclaims the life and message of Jesus Christ and sees in Jesus the continuation and fulfillment of the Old Testament.  Both the Old and the New Testament share a conviction born from the OT that God has revealed himself to his people Israel.  It is important to understand the OT on its own terms before we can fully understand the NT.  It is through this understanding that Christian readers will have a faithful insight into the full story of God’s relationship with the human race and with Israel from its earliest revelation to its further revelation in Christ.  As we know Jesus and the very earliest Christians were Jews so it is important to be informed of our Jewish roots so we can better understand the Old Testament.  There are 46 books in the Old Testament divided into 3 divisions: The Law or TorahThe Prophets or Nevi’im The Writings or Ketuvim (kat u vim)This forms an acronym TaNaK (tan ak).  Jews frequently replace Tanak with the phrase Hebrew Scriptures to distinguish their canonical books from the New Testament.  Next page…This triple division occurs as early as 130 B.C..  Even the gospel of Matthew refers to the Scriptures as the law and prophets.  This does get confusing though since the Jewish canon includes the Books of Joshua, Judges, Samuel and Kings that recount historical deeds with the prophets.  For this reason, Christian Bibles separate the historical books from the prophets.  The Septuagint comes from the use of the ancient Greek translation of the old Testament.  It is called the Septuagint, which means 70, because of the legend that the Jewish colony living at Alexandria in Egypt needed a Greek translation of the Law and got it from 70 scholars who all worked completely alone yet produced 70 exactly identical translations.  The Septuagint is divided into 4 parts:  the Pentateuch (Greek for 5 books); the Historical Books; the Wisdom Writings and the Prophets.  



Presenter
Presentation Notes
As we study the Old Testament we must look at each book in its own time and place.  Then we must create some kind of order in our minds so that the picture of a people who lived and adapted their ideas as the times changes emerges for us.  We need to identify and understand the central moments of Israel’s faith so that we can tell religiously vital points from merely popular ideas about science and the workings of nature that are not essential to God’s revelation.  The following is a snapshot view of the history of the Old Testament.  



3000 BC–2000 BC  
GROWTH OF SEMITIC CIVILIZATION  

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The growth of Semitic Civilization:  The flourishing Semitic civilization in Mesopotamia (Sumer, Akkad, Babylon, Assyria) and in Syria-Palestine (Mari, Ebla) provides the cultural backdrop for the beginning of biblical traditions.  



1900 BC–1300 BC 
THE PATRIARCHAL PERIOD 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Patriarchal Period:  The migration of peoples and the life of mixed nomadic and village settlements are the setting for the earliest traditions of God’s revelation to Israel’s ancestors as the “God of their Fathers.”  The latter half of this period was spent by several the tribes living in northern Egypt.



1300 BC–1250 BC 
THE EXODUS AND THE MARCH TO 

CANAAN 
 

Presenter
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The Exodus & the March to Canaan:  The most likely time for Moses and the Exodus events is during the reign of the Pharaoh Ramesses II.  This makes it possible to place the Exodus event within a historical context.  The experience of God and the receiving of the covenant at Mounty Sinai were the central events in forming the idea of the “Chosen People,” Israel, and was the real beginning of the 12 tribes as one nations (the Books of Exodus, Numbers and Joshua.



1250 BC–1020 BC 
THE PERIOD OF THE JUDGES 

 

Presenter
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The Period of the Judges:  The invasion of Canaan by the tribes under Joshua did not lead to immediate conquest but began a 200 year period of fighting, internal upheavals, peaceful penetration, and tribal alliances that gradually formed Israel into a single nation.  (Judges & 1 Samuel)



1020 BC– 930 BC 
THE UNITED MONARCHY OF DAVID 

AND SOLOMON 
 

Presenter
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The United Monarchy of David and Solomon:  The monarchy was the high point of Israel’s power and prestige as a nation.  In just 100 hundred years, they moved from a tribal federation to a modest empire with its own highly developed culture.  This led to tensions between the values of the tribal past and the secular ambitions of the new kings.



930 BC–722 BC 
THE EMPIRE OF DAVID AND SOLOMON 

SPLITS 
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The Empire of David and Solomon Splits:  The Northern Kingdom (Israel) and the Southern Kingdom (Judah) develop different interpretations of Israel’s past traditions that will both be reflected in the Bible.  The two kingdoms fight one another, as well as the small states to the east: Damascus, Edom, Moab.  The great Assyrian Empire begins its rise in the East, and the efforts to fight it off prove ineffectual.  Israel is defeated and its leaders go into exile at the end of this period.  



722 BC–586 BC 
JUDAH ALONE 
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Judah Alone:  Judah survives as the only independent part of Israel.  It is a period of submission to Assyria’s power.  Some kings resist (Hezekiah and Josiah), others give in totally.  Eventually, despite religious reform under Josiah, Judah’s kings resist the new Babylonian Empire of Nebuchadnezzar.  Babylon overthrows the Assyrian rule, and Judah is destroyed in two invasions at the end of this period.  



585 BC–539 BC 
BABYLONIAN EXILE 
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Babylonian Exile:  A period of exile in Babylon follows for all the leading people of Judah.  The exile ends with the defeat of Babylon in 539.  The Persian king Cyrus the Great allows the Jews to return home at the end of this period.  



539 BC–332 BC 
THE POST-EXILE PERIOD 
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The Post Exile Period:  After returning from exile, Judah remains a very small state in the land immediately around Jerusalem.  It no longer has any independence but is ruled by Persian governors and guided religiously by the high priests of the Temple.  Ezra & Nehemiah begin the religious reform that leads to the canonization of the Scriptures and the religious practices based on the Torah.  They also led the rebuilding of the Temple. 



332 BC–175 BC 
GREEK RULE 
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Greek Rule:  During this period, Alexander the Great conquers the Near East and begins the Hellenistic period of Greek culture and rule.  The Jews still have no independence and they are governed first by the Greeks in Egypt and then, after the Battle of Paneas in 198 BC, by the Greeks in Syria.  



175 BC–1 BC 
 THE MACCABEES 
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The Maccabees:  During this final period of the Old testament, the Jews fights for independence and wins a limited freedom for Judah in the period from 175 to 63 BC.  But infighting among Jewish groups leads to the rise of the major Jewish factions of the first century: Pharisees, Sadducees, and Essenes.  Pompey, the Roman general, enters the area in 63 and establishes Roman rule.  Eventually, the Romans give power to a local ruler, Herod the Great, who controls Palestine for the Romans down to the birth of Christ.  



THE PENTATEUCH 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Pentateuch is where the Bible begins, (Genesis, Exodus Leviticus, Numbers & Deuteronomy), not only because they cover the oldest period of Israel’s history, but because their traditional author was Moses, who has the place of honor in Jewish tradition.  The whole Pentateuch looks forward to the possession of the promised land.  Life in the land of Israel forms the basic background for the rest of the Old Testament story.  The Pentateuch lays out the directions for this life, and becomes a constitution for Israel’s existence in the promised land.  The covenant that is prevalent in the Pentateuch, combines God’s free offer of a special relationship and the people’s willing response in faith by agreeing to take on the obligations to worship and obey only this God, Yahweh.  This covenant forms a fundamental event that creates Israel as a people who are essentially united more by faith than by blood ties.  It is a binding moment and sets the Pentateuch apart from the rest of the Old Testament.  For the Jews, it is the most sacred part of the Bible; it is “the teaching” ( The Torah) and the remainder of the canonical writings are really only an enrichment of its message on living it out more fully in history.  



THE STRUCTURE OF THE 
PENTATEUCH 

Genesis 
1 – 11 

Human 
Origins 

 
Divine 

Blessing, 
Sin, 

Punishment 
& Mercy. 

 
 

Genesis 
12 – 50 

The 
Remote 

Patriarchs 
 
 Divine 

Election, 
Promise of a 
Son, Land & 
Greatness. 

Exodus 
1 – 18 

God Saves 
His People 

 

God saves 
Israel and 

begins 
fulfillment of 

the promise of 
land.  

 
Exodus 19 - 24   

Leviticus 1 - 27 & 
Numbers 1 – 10 

The Covenant & Law 
for God’s People 

 
The Covenant 
binds God and 
people forever & 
establishes Israel’s 
way of life.   

Numbers 
11 – 36 

Journey to 
the Land 

God leads 
the people to 
the land but 
punishes any 
rebellion. 

Moses’ final 
warnings to 
obey the 
covenant or 
lose the land.   

Deuteronomy 
1 – 34 

Final warnings 
of Moses 
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Genesis opens the “history” of creation and the earliest human societies told in mythological forms.  The primary themes are the divine blessing of creation, the sin and punishment of Adam and Eve and God’s infinite mercy.Genesis rapidly narrows its aim to God’s choice of the patriarchs Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and Joseph, who receive his promise of progeny and land.  They carry out God’s plans, and prepare both for his great act of deliverance from Egypt and for his giving of the covenant at Mount Sinai.The primary themes are Divine election (the chosen People of God), the promise of a son for Abraham and Sarah, the promise of land and greatness  The beginning of Exodus tells the story of how God chose Moses to deliver Israel from slavery in Egypt and to lead them to accept the covenant between God and his people.The themes of Israel’s deliverance from slavery and the beginning of the fulfillment of the promised land are strong In the first part of Exodus.  Next page…The 2nd section of Exodus gives a detailed description for the building of the tent of meeting and the ark of the covenant, central signs of God’s presence with Israel.  All of Leviticus and the first section of Numbers complete the story of God’s covenant with his people as well as the responsibility of the people to follow God’s law.  Leviticus contains the laws and commandments that God gave to his newly sanctified people to obey as their part of the covenant relationship.  These regulations deal mostly with sacrifices, feasts, priesthood, and ritual obligations of worthiness and holiness.  The first chapters of Numbers adds many more laws and regulations about the 12 tribes and their organization as a holy people on the march to the Promised Land.These passages profess the covenant that binds God and the people forever as well as establishing the moral guidelines for Israel’s way of life.  The remaining chapters of Numbers continues the story of Israel’s wanderings in the desert, complete with a forty-year punishment for rebelling against God and Moses.  In these chapters God leads the people to the promised land but holds the people accountable by punishing any rebellion.  Deuteronomy (or in Greek the 2nd law) is a later book composed as a reflective speech of Moses that sums up the meaning of the exodus event and the desert journey, and reaffirms the importance of the covenant law as a guide for Israel’s life in the promised land.  Deuteronomy was Moses’ farewell speech and supposedly takes place just as the people are ready to settle in the promised land.  His farewell because he did not enter the Promised Land.  Deuteronomy is Moses’ final warnings to obey their covenant with God or lose the promised land.  



MOSES AS THE 
AUTHOR 
• “…words of Moses spoken 
beyond the Jordon.”  Deut. 
1:1 

 
• “…book of Moses.”  2 Chr. 
25:4 

 
• “For if you had believed 
Moses, you would have 
believed me, because he 
wrote about me.  But if you do 
not believe his writings, how 
will you believe my words?”  
•  Jn 46-47 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
From the post exile in Babylon period after 539 BC, Moses has been explicitly identified as the author of the Pentateuch.  The books of the Pentateuch frequently mention that Moses gave laws and instructions to the people, and the whole book of Deuteronomy begins with the claim that it is the quote “words of Moses spoken beyond the Jordan.”  In the fifth century BC, the author of 2nd Chronicles quotes a passage from Deuteronomy as coming from the quote “book of Moses”  By the 1st century AD, Jesus says quote.  Even well-known Jewish authors such as Josephus the historian and Philo the Jewish philosopher of Alexandria took for granted that Moses authored the 5 books of the Pentateuch.  Even in ancient times, there were those who doubted that Moses wrote the entire Pentateuch.  Passages in Deuteronomy that record Moses’ death show that he could not have written it in its entirety.  But it is commonly believed that his faithful follower Joshua, who led the people into the promised land, added this section.  



JEPD THEORY 

• Redaction – an edited version 
• Documentary Hypothesis 

 
►The Yahwist (abbreviated J from 

the German word Jahwist for 
Yahwist) 

►The Elohist (abbreviated E) 
►The Deuteronomist (abbreviated 

D) 
►The Priestly (abbreviated P) 

 
 

Presenter
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It has been a long tradition that the five books of the Pentateuch or Torah were written by Moses.  The tradition honors Moses because of his esteemed position as a lawgiver and faithful servant of God.  But Biblical Scholars think it is unlikely that he wrote the entire version of the Pentateuch that we have today.  Even the casual reader can see that there are inconsistencies and duplications and also as was mentioned previously, that Moses would have needed to write about his own death before it happened.  Scholars in the 19th century, led by the German Julius Wellhausen, felt the best way to explain the various inconsistencies and duplications in the books of the Pentateuch is to assume that the books are a redaction Bullet – that is an edited version of several different original sources.  This is called the documentary hypothesis Bullet that is used to explain the origins and composition of the books of the Pentateuch.  Using the techniques of source criticism and redaction criticism (regards the author of the text as editor (redactor) of his or her source materials), some modern scholars propose that four sources, or traditions, contributed to the five books of the Pentateuch.  Next page…These four sources are:  bullets.  This documentary hypothesis is call the JEPD theory.  These four sources have been identified by biblical scholars by their specific literary styles and theological concerns.  This theory proposes that each source reflects a particular community and historical situation, which helps to explain the focus of their theology.  



THE YAHWIST (J) 

• God is referred to as Yahweh. 
(translated as Lord in English) 

• The holy mountain is called Sinai. 
• God humanized – given human 

characteristics and feelings (He walks in 
the garden and talks to Adam). 

• The natives of Palestine are called 
Canaanites. 

• Examples: the story of Adam and Eve in 
Genesis and the Ten Plagues in Exodus.   
 

Presenter
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It is believed the Yahwist source originated in the southern kingdom (Judah), perhaps as early as the reigns of King Solomon or even King David.  It is the earliest source, dating back to the 10th century BC.  Its theology is focused on God’s promises for salvation and the importance of cultic worship.  Some of the Yahwist characteristics are:  Bullets



THE ELOHIST (E) 
• Emphasis on prophecy. 
• God is referred to Elohim (“Lord 

God” in English). 
• The holy mountain is Horeb. 
• The natives of Palestine are 

called Amorites. 
• God speaks in dreams. 
• Examples:  the sacrifice of Isaac 

in Genesis and the Ten 
Commandments in Exodus.   

Presenter
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It is believed the Elohist source developed in the northern kingdom (Israel).  It is thought to have developed a little later that the J source, in the 9th century BC.  Its theology focuses less on Temple worship because the Temple was located in the southern kingdom of Juda and more on morality and Israel’s proper response to God:  faith and fear of the Lord.  Some think the Elohist tradition reworked the Yahwist writing, altering the perspective of J’s pro-monarchy perspective to a more pro-covenant perspective.  Some of the characteristics of the Elohist source are:  Bullets



THE DEUTERONOMIST (D) 
• A retelling of the stories of Exodus through 

Numbers. 
• Deuteronomy interprets Israel’s history as a 

cycle of God’s forgiveness and renewal of 
the Covenant, followed by failure to live 
the Covenant, followed by God’s 
punishment. 

• Emphasizes the Israelites’ covenant 
obligation.   

• The holy mountain is Horeb. 
• Emphasis on law and morals (Deuteronomy 

means “Second Law”). 
• Example:  the Book of Deuteronomy. 
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The Deuteronomist source is the clearest independent source.  The author is responsible for most if not all of the book of Deuteronomy and most likely the historical books of Joshua through Second Kings (not including Ruth).  This collection of books is called the Deuteronomistic (du to ron omistic) history and was most likely written in the 7th and 6th centuries BC.  The person or persons responsible for creating this collection remains a mystery.  The Deuteronomist theology teaches that all the bad things that happened to the Israelites were God’s punishment for the grave sins of the leaders and the people. Some characteristics are:  Bullets



THE PRIESTLY (P) 

• Emphasis on Temple cult and worship. 
• Emphasis on the Southern Kingdom of Judah 

(the location of Jerusalem and the Temple).   
• Emphasis on the role of the Levites, the priestly 

class or tribe. 
• Emphasis on genealogies and tribal lists, which 

established the different groups in Israelite 
society, including the priestly class. 

• Emphasis on order and the majesty of God and 
creation. 

• Example: the first Creation story in Genesis and 
the Book of Leviticus.   

Presenter
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The priestly source is thought to have developed during and after the Exile around the 6th century BC.  Some think it never existed as an independent source but is the work of the final person or group revising and adding to the J, E, & D sources after they had been joined.  The theology of this source is that the Jewish people’s religious identity is found in proper worship and special laws that set them apart from other people.  It represents the priestly class rejecting the idea of religious identity being found in a divinely appointed king primarily because having a king as their leader had failed them in the past.  Rather, this source focused on cult and ritual.  The priestly source characteristics are:  Bullets



THE FOUR SOURCES COMBINED 
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We have to keep in mind that the JEPD theory is only a theory and not a proven fact but does give us important insights into the development of the Pentateuch.  The actual number of sources, who wrote them and why, and when they were combined is still a matter of scholarly debate.  Given that, here is the most commonly accepted understanding of how these four sources were combined into the five books of the Pentateuch we have today:During the relatively stable years of King David and King Solomon (1000-922 BC), scribes in the royal court and Temple began to capture the Israelites’ oral histories and religious stories in writing, the beginning of the J source.  After the brief civil war following Solomon’s death (922 BC), there were two kingdoms, Judah (the southern kingdom) kept or continued the written tradition (J), and the northern kingdom (Israel) developed an alternative written tradition (E).  After the northern kingdom was conquered and destroyed by the Assyrians (721 BC), Israelite refugees fled to Jerusalem in the South, bringing their written tradition (E) with them.  Seeking to capture the truths of both the J and the E sources, a new tradition was created by combining the two.  Appropriately, this theoretical source is called the JE source.     Next page…At some point, another written tradition was created – essentially the Book of Deuteronomy and perhaps also Joshua and Samuel.  This source implied that the bad things happening to the Israelites were God’s punishment for their failure to be faithful to the Covenant.  This source was lost, but was found by King Josiah during his renovation of the Temple (622 BC).  This tradition was expanded to become the Books of Deuteronomy through Second Kings.  After the southern kingdom was conquered by the Babylonians (587 BC), many of the Israelite religious leaders were taken to Babylon in captivity.  While in Exile (and perhaps after their return from Exile), they began to rewrite their history to emphasize that their religious identity – their right relationship with God – should be found through proper worship and a strict code of law.  They did this by revising and adding to the JE source to create the Books of Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, and Numbers.  They added these books to the Deuteronomistic collection ) Deuteronomy through Second Kings) and the writings of the prophets to form the first canon of the Hebrew Scriptures.  Currently, the four-source model is still a matter of debate.  Not because biblical scholars reject the idea that ancient authors used sources but because they question if “four” sources is overly simplistic .  	The conclusion is that while the Pentateuch was not actually written down by Moses – some of its traditions, legal practices, and covenant forms may actually date back to the time of Moses, and their central importance for Israel may even have originated with him, or at least with the community of the exodus and conquest.  



THE HISTORICAL BOOKS 

Presenter
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The Book of Joshua opens the next section of the Old Testament, often called simply the Historical Books.  They include the books that Jews call the Former Prophets:  Joshua, Judges, Ruth, 1st & 2nd Samuel, 1st & 2nd Kings, 1st & 2nd Chronicles, Ezra and Nehemiah.  
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1.   The Book of Joshua describes the miraculous conquest of the land by the tribes under Joshua’s leadership.  It tells how Joshua divided the land among the tribes and settled all the boundary and territorial disputes.  This conquest was not swift and decisive and the area of land that Joshua and the tribes actually conquered was only ¼ of the total land that would eventually be Israel.  The main reason for telling these stories was to show that it was God who gave them the help and strength to overcome their powerful enemies.  These victories came from God because Joshua and the tribes followed his directions carefully and always dedicated their military victories as a sacrifice in thanksgiving for God’s aid.  The Book of Judges continues the story of Israel’s conquest and the gradual occupation of the whole land.  It tells the stories and legends of Israel’s time of tribal life in Palestine which lasted about 200 years from 1250 to a little after 1050 BC.  The Book follows the exploits of 12 judges.  Six are hardly more than names attached to a single incident: Shamgar, Tota, Jair, Ibzan, Elon and Abdon and referred to as the “minor judges”.  The other six are the “major judges”, Othneil, Ehud, Deborah, Gideon, Jephthah and Samson.  They were renowned for their brave exploits in battle and were really warlords rather than legal judges.  Because of their recognized authority as war leaders, the judges or chiefs also exercised power in legal disputes between tribes and in political squabbles.  The Book of Judges shows an Israelite confederation of 12 tribes still struggling to find unity among themselves while at the same time fighting for footholds in different parts of the Canaanite territory.  It was a time of small local wars and defensive fighting against desert nomads.  



“At this time tomorrow I 
will send you a man 
from the land of 
Benjamin whom you are 
to anoint as ruler of my 
people Israel.  He shall 
save my people from 
the hand of the 
Philistines I have looked 
upon my people; their 
cry has come to me.”  1 
Samuel 9:16 

Presenter
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1st & 2nd Samuel and 1st & 2nd Kings trace the last days of the period of the judges and the first days of Israel as a monarchy.  This was a fateful change with high drama the creates a stunning reversal of fortune.  The period of Samuel, the Prophet, and of Saul, the first King, marked the most desperate moments of danger Israel had ever faced.  The following reign of David and of his son Solomon marked the highest success the nation would ever achieve in its history.  But kings would prove to be a mixed blessing for an Israel that prided itself on being a league of tribes with a great deal of local freedom  With the danger from the Philistines so great, the tribes realized they needed to unite their forces under one military leader.  To accomplish this, the people begged Samuel, the prophet, to give them a king as other nations had.  Samuel warned them of the dangers of giving so much power to one person, but they insisted.  God gave into their request telling Samuel…Quote.  Samuel continues to warn them after he anoints Saul their king that they have rejected God who delivered them from all evil. Saul proves to be a valiant warrior and manages to rescue the Israelites from the Ammonite army and win a number of battles against the Philistines but he never manages to unite Israel.  His rash temperament and arrogance turns Samuel against him when he almost executes his own son and persecutes his faithful follower, David.  David’s slaying of the Philistine hero Goliath makes him very popular making him the victim of Saul’s jealous violent moods and rages against him.  As David rose in power, Saul’s power declined. NP.. Eventually Samuel transferred his blessing and anointing from Saul to David forcing David to flee for his life.  He began to build up his power base in the desert of Judah.  During this time Saul wasted his resources and energy searching for David allowing the Philistines to regain power.  Saul and his son were both killed ending the era of Saul.  Over time, David managed to consolidate power and had a gift for winning others over to the cause gaining the loyalty of his followers.  He was crowned king of Judah to the south shortly after Saul’s death.  There remained a long war between the house of Saul and his remaining son, Ishbaal and the house of David with David coming out as the victor.  This began a period of promise for the people of Israel but David’s rise to power was accomplished by less than honorable means.  Some of his deeds, such as his adultery with Bathsheba and the brutal murder of her husband, cannot be disguised or defended.  When confronted by the prophet Nathan, David does repent and do penance and God does stand by David.  David’s primary loyalty is to God but the house of David is filled with evil deeds by his sons.  David’s old age was besieged with attempts by his sons to seize power.  It was only through the intervention of Nathan and Zadok the priest who rushed the crowning of his son Solomon before another son seized power, that David’s legacy was saved.  Solomon is remembered for his legendary wisdom and for building the temple that became the focal point of Israel’s religious life.  Solomon is also remembered for becoming a tyrant who outdoes even pagan kings in his luxurious lifestyle that included a 1000 wives and concubines.  He violated the law of Moses by intermarrying with foreign peoples and, even worse, built temples for all of their pagan gods.  Israelites were forced into labor gangs to build his great projects.  Solomon was responsible for transferring rights and privileges from the tribes to the person of the king.  Where David had been careful to respect the tribes and their ideals to win their favor, Solomon’s policies split tribes apart.  He encouraged religious practices that opposed the worship of Yahweh as the sole God of Israel.  It is assumed he was a sincere believer in Yahweh but he also adopted many pagan practices of ritual and decoration in the temple.  Solomon died out of touch with his own people.  He had become the total master of the people’s lives like the kings of other nations just like Samuel had predicted.  



A DIVIDED KINGDOM AND 
EXILE 

• Rehoboam in the South & Jeroboam in the 
North 

• A divided kingdom and a period of rivalry. 
• Unfaithfulness of the Kings. 
• Assyrian defeat of the Northern Kingdom, 

Israel (722 BC) 
• Babylonian defeat of the Southern Kingdom, 

Judah (597-582 BC) 
 

“If you obey the commandments of the Lord, 
your God, which I am giving you today, loving 
the Lord your God, and walking in his ways, 
and keeping his commandments, statutes and 
ordinances, you will live and grow numerous, 
and the Lord, your God, will bless you in the 
land you are entering to possess.  If however, 
your heart turns away and you do not obey, 
but are led astray and bow down to other 
gods and serve them, I tell you today that you 
will certainly perish, you will not have a long 
life on the land which you are crossing the 
Jordon to enter and possess.”  Deut 30:16-18 

Presenter
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The death of Solomon led to unrest among the people, who were still victims of forced labor and required to pay high taxes to maintain the great building projects.  The united Israel began to break apart with Solomon’s sons Rehoboam leading the tribes in the south and Jeroboam in the North.This resulted in a divided Israel and a period of rivalry between the two kingdoms.  The southern kingdom of Judah had a smaller population and more rugged, arid land while the northern kingdom of Israel had a larger population and contained the richer and more fertile part of Palestine.  Because the temple remained in the southern kingdom, Jeroboam, the king of the North, built two golden calves to counteract the ark of the covenant as a symbol of Yahweh’s seat in the north.  The result is a break from worship in Jerusalem’s temple and the creation of its own cult, in direct opposition to God’s law in the Torah.  The kings of the south continued to victimize their people through tyrannical rule.  The Northern kingdom was defeated by the Assyrians in 722 BC leading to exile in Assyria. The Southern kingdom fell to the Babylonians between 597 and 582 BC and the people were led into exile in Babylon. Next page…The unfaithfulness of the leaders and the people of Israel and their ultimate defeat made it clear that the Promised Land was given to them only conditionally.  Something that they were warned about in Deuteronomy   Quote.  The exile opened the eyes of God’s people to their sinfulness allowing them to recognize their unfaithfulness to their covenant with God.  Living in a foreign land and their temple burned to the ground, covenant sacrificial worship could not longer be offered.  As a result, the Law became the focus of fidelity for God’s people.  While this captivity and exile marked the greatest punishment for their covenant betrayal, this period is also the backdrop to some of the most hope-filled promises spoken to them by God.  Promises for a new covenant to be written on the hearts of God’s people.  “The dry bones brought back to life and a restoration of God’s people”.  



• Post Exile Life of Israel 
• Beginnings of modern Judaism 
• Prayer, worship and ritual purity 
• Separateness of the Holy  
• Walled city of Jerusalem 
• Canon of the Old Testament 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Our best knowledge of the post exile life of Israel comes from the Books of 1st & 2nd Chronicles, Ezra and Nehemiah.  Together they form a single continuing view of how the small community of Judah adapted itself to a new way of life that no longer depended on a king or national freedom to survive.  It was the beginning of a profound change that gradually shaped Israel into what can be recognized as the beginnings of modern Judaism.  The Books of Chronicles stresses the role of prayer, worship and ritual purity as a way of life.  Ezra, the scribe, begins a shift toward separateness: that holy things are reserved to the priests and Levites.  Marriage with gentiles is forbidden and loyalty to the Torah becomes mandatory.  Nehemiah reinforces this sense of exclusive status by completing the walls of Jerusalem and compelling the people to live within the city and to treat it as the center of the Jewish hopes.  Next page…Jewish tradition in the Talmud, the collection of Jewish laws and traditions, generally recognizes Ezra as the one who established which books in the Old Testament were sacred and therefore, Canonical.  Finally we come to the Book of Ruth that appears right after the Book of Judges even though t is certain this book is a story that comes from a time long after the period of Judges.  It traces the roots of King David but was most likely written in the post exile period.  The characters all bear symbolic names that almost make it an allegory.  Ruth means “companion”, Boaz means “strength, Orpah means disloyal.  This book is a simple message about true faith and fidelity in Yahweh.



BIBLICAL NOVELLAS 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
As we know, the Bible conveys the Word of God in many literary forms: historical narrative, poetry, prophetic exhortation, wisdom sayings, and novellas (edifying stories). Pictures The Books of Tobit, Judith, Esther and 1 and 2 Maccabbees are often grouped together. They are stories told to instruct the people concerning the ways of God, to encourage them in critical times, and to entertain. They are aids to the imagination. While they may contain kernels of historical fact, these stories are told primarily to illustrate truths that transcend history.The author of the Book of Tobit, writing in the second century B.C., tells a story about the life of a devout family in seventh-century Assyria. He gives the people of his own time an example to follow as they struggle with the tensions of living a faithful Jewish life in the midst of a non-Jewish civilization. Tobit, suffering from the affliction of blindness, perseveres in good works and prayer, as do the other characters in the story. God sends an angel who, while hidden from them, leads them to health and happiness. The conclusion demonstrates that God does answer prayers and that perseverance in good works does not go unrewarded.The author of the Book of Judith gives many clues that this story is beyond history. All the worst enemies of the people—the Assyrians of the eighth and seventh centuries, the sixth-century Babylonian king Nebuchadnezzar—are rolled into one terror.  This story suggests God’s deliverance from even the most terrible circumstances.  Next page… The story may be set in a time long past, but it is meant to encourage the people of the late second century to trust in God when their way of life is threatened. That God can use even the most unlikely means, such as a widow, a biblical figure of powerlessness and vulnerability, to deliver them from their enemies.  The Book of Esther includes several historical elements. The Persian king Xerxes (Xerc ces) (486–465 B.C.), the city of Susa, a court official named Marduka, are all known from other sources. But further investigation shows this is not meant to be a historical account. There is no record of Xerxes having any other queen than Amestris and no mention of such a massacre during his reign that we read in the Book of Esther. The book has a different purpose: to suggest a historical basis to the festival of Purim (Pur em), perhaps originally a Persian feast. Through the story of Esther, Purim becomes a celebration of God’s rescue of the people from persecution and certain death.The name Maccabee, probably meaning “hammer,” is actually applied in the Books of Maccabees to only one man, Judas, third son of the priest Mattathias (Matt a Theias) and first leader of the revolt against the Seleucid (su lu cids) kings who persecuted the Jews.  The two Books of Maccabees contain independent accounts of events (in part identical) that accompanied the attempted suppression of Judaism in Palestine in the second century B.C. The vigorous reaction to this attempt established for a time the religious and political independence of the Jews.  It tells the story of how the people of Israel have been specially chosen by the one true God as covenant-partner, and they alone are privileged to know and worship God, their eternal benefactor and unfailing source of help. The people, in turn, must worship the Lord alone and observe exactly the precepts of the law given to them. The rededication of the Jerusalem Temple described is the origin of the Jewish feast of Hanukkah.The message conveyed in these Biblical Novellas is not confined to one geographic place or historical period. It remains a valid expression of God’s care for faithful people in every time and place.



THE WISDOM BOOKS 
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The Wisdom Books; Job, Psalms, Provers, Ecclesiastes, Song of Songs (Song of Solomon), Wisdom and Sirach differ among themselves in both style and subject matter, but they all have in common certain characteristics that set them apart from other biblical books.  A search for how to master life and understand how humans should behave before God.A questioning attitude about the problems of life, why there is suffering, inequality, and death and why the wicked prosper.A great interest in the universal human experiences that affect all people and not just believers in God.A joy in the contemplation of creation and God as creator; andAn interest in the great acts of divine salvation history proclaimed by the Torah and the prophets.  The Wisdom writings emphasize the goodness of every human and seek to explore the many dimensions of God and our human difficulty in relating to God.  The people of Israel maintained that the search for wisdom must be done in awe and fear of the Lord but never doubted that God was always active and directly present in the world even in the midst of suffering and inequality.  The Wisdom writers guided the believers toward the mystery of existence.  That God’s ways are not our ways, and while we can see God at work we do not always understand the what or the why.  



THE PROPHETIC BOOKS 
• Major Prophets 

• Isaiah 
• Jeremiah (Lamentations & Barauch) 
• Ezekiel 
• Book of Daniel 

• Minor Prophets (The “Twelve”) 
• Hosea 
• Joel 
• Amos 
• Obadiah 
• Jonah 
• Micah 
• Nahum 
• Habakkuk 
• Zephaniah 
• Haggai 
• Zechariah 
• Malachi 
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The Prophetic Books complete the Old Testament and  are dived into two parts.  The Major Prophets’ Isaiah, Jeremiah (includes Lamentations and Barauch which are attributed in one way or another to Jeremiah), Ezekiel and the Book of Daniel.  The Minor Prophets are called the “Twelve”; Hosea, Joel, Amos Obadiah, Jonah, Micah, Nahum, Habakkuk, Zephaniah, Haggai, Zechariah and Malachi.  The main reason for this division is size.  The books of the Major Prophets are all long.  There are many prophets that appear in Joshua, Judges, 1st and 2nd Samuel and 1st and 2nd Kings such as Nathan and Gad who were court prophets under King David.  These latter prophets mark a turning point in our knowledge of prophecy.  Up to this time, all our knowledge of prophecy depends on stories about the prophets.  From Isaiah on, we can examine and study their prophecy in their own words.    The classical prophets used the term “one called” or “one who is called” to indicate they do not speak their own words but the words of God.  There are a number of indications within the Old Testament of that the conviction that the words prophets spoke came directly from God.  Next page…That their words are based on the prophetic experience of being summoned in some kind of a vision to hear God speak from a kind of heavenly throne room.  Their role was to speak for those without a voice; the underprivileged and forgotten, the poor and the victims of injustice.  They shared a strong sense of the tradition of the covenant, which looks upon all Israelites as sharers in the blessings of the Lord, and thus are entitled to be treated with justice.  Because of this call from God, they were outside the power centers which allowed them to criticize Israel’s kings and leaders as well as common people.  The prophets contributed a powerful new factor to Israel’s idea of itself, namely, the conviction that they were not God’s people unless they were morally upright.  From the writing prophets on, Israel considered the ethical dimension of their lives to be as important as the worship of God’s name in ritual activity.  



JUDAISM AT THE DAWN OF 
CHRISTIANITY  

• The flourishing of Judaism 
• The Post Exile Period 
• A time of great challenges 

• Limited citizenship 
• Restricted living conditions 
• Judaism in the midst of Paganism 

• Seedbed of Christian community 
growth 
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As the Old Testament comes to an end, it was by no means an end to Judaism.  The framework  of the Old Testament Canon was determined in part by the historical times in which the individual books were written by the end of the 1st century BC.  Although Christians do not recognize the authorship of later Jewish writings, such as the Mishhah and Talmud for determining their faith, by the 1st Century AD Judaism was vigorous and thriving.  There were many difference between the faith of the small kingdoms of Judah and Israel before the exile and their faith in the post exile period.  By this time, 2 major centers of Jewish settlement were well established outside of Palestine – one in Babylon and the other in Alexandria.  Soon after there were large Jewish colonies in Antioch, the largest city in Syria, and in every major urban area of the Middle EastThis expansion did not come without challenges.  A.  Many times they did not receive full citizenship in the countries where they lived and B.  were often confined to a special section of the city.  C.  They were given exemptions from some pagan practices and were allowed some rights in commerce and trade.  They looked to Jerusalem as their spiritual center making them unpopular with pagan religious leaders who used them as scapegoats  blaming the strange ways of the Jews for making the gods angry.  On the other hand, the presence of large Jewish populations throughout the Roman world enabled the growth of Christianity.  



THE END OF JEWISH 
INDEPENDENCE 

• Subjects of Roman Rule 
• Julius Caesar and Marc 

Antony 
• Augustus Caesar 
• Herod the Great 
• A new power dynasty 
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In the last century before Christ, after years of fighting and scheming among the Jewish Religious leaders, the sons of Alexander Janneus, sought help from the Roman general Pompey to make one of them king over their rival.  Pompey moved into Jerusalem and instead of supporting their plot, he made Palestine into a Roman province subject to the governor in Syria ending Jewish independence.  Pompey was overthrown by Julius Caesar.  This was followed by the assassination of Julius Caesar at the hands of Cassius and Brutus and their defeat by Marc Antony.  In 31 BC Marc Antony was defeated by Octavian Augustus who assumed the name Caesar Augustus.  Caesar Augustus ruled for 45 years until 14 AD during which there were no civil wars.  In the year 40 BC, after much manipulation and scheming, Herod was named king of Judea and won the territory with the help of the Roman army in 37 BC.  This began a new dynasty of power with several of Herod’s sons and grandsons playing important roles in the political control of Palestine for the next 3 generations in relative stability but not without tension and violence on the part of the dynasty.  It was Herold who began rebuilding the Jerusalem temple in 20 BC which only lasted until 70 AD when it was destroyed in the Jewish revolt.  



RELIGIOUS MOVEMENTS OF 1ST 
CENTURY BC 

• Pharisees 
• Not priests, but lay teachers and experts 

in the law 
• Demanded strict obedience to all the 

laws of the Pentateuch 
• Accepted the Torah but also an “oral 

law” 
• Belief in doctrines not in the Pentateuch 
• Emphasis on human freedom and 

ability to do good works 
• Hoped for a “Messiah” 
• A zealousness in keeping the law 
• Responsible for a system of synagogues 

and Old Testament Canon 
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Three major religious parties emerged in this period.  The Pharisees evolved out of the revolt of the Maccabees from 167 to 160 BC.  They originally called themselves the pious ones or devout ones.  When they reappeared in about 140 BC, they were persecuted but slowly gained great power and prestige.  They often opposed Herod the Great, but generally managed to keep out of politics as much as possible.  There are chief characteristics of the Pharisees:  They were not priests but lay teachers and experts in the law.They demanded strict obedience to all the laws of the Pentateuch.They accepted not only the written Torah but also an “oral law” (which they called a “fence around the law”) built on the traditions and teachings of the great scribes and religious teachers since the days of Ezra and traced God’s revelation back to Moses on Mount Sinai.  They believed in doctrines not in the Pentateuch; the resurrection of the dead, rewards and punishments in the life to come, and angels.They put a strong emphasis on human freedom under God’s care and on humans’ ability to do good works of the law.  Next page…They generally hoped for a coming “messiah” who would restore the freedom and glory of Israel.The Pharisees developed a system for how each commandment in the Pentateuch must be observed, usually more demanding that the law itself.  This outlook created an attitude of pride and arrogance against those who did not keep the laws.  They looked down on the “people of the land”, farmers and lower classes who did not read and study the law.  Even with these negative characteristics, it was through the Pharisees and their love of learning and study of the Bible that an enduring system of synagogues in every community arose.  It was also through them that the Old Testament canon was completed and preserved.  



• Sadducees 
• Priestly personnel and wealthy 

families of Judah 
• Claimed to preserve the Old 

Traditions 
• Supported deviations from 

older Jewish tradition 
• Protected the central role of 

the temple, its sacrifices and 
cult 

• Accepted Roman Rule 
• Focus on the Pentateuch 
• Important group in the 

Sanhedrin 
• Disappear after the Fall of 

Jerusalem 
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The Sadducees represented almost entirely the priestly personnel and the wealthy family of Judah.  The name Sadducees comes from Zadok (Za duk), the high priest under King David and stresses their legitimate claims to the priestly offices.  This was not a major movement but did contain Judah’s most influential and powerful leadership playing a major role in national decisions.  The Sadducees claimed to preserve the old traditions against innovations of the Pharisees.  But it was among this group that the greatest deviations from older Jewish ways of thinking took place such as embracing the Greek ways of dressing and speaking.  On the positive side, the Sadducees were primarily concerned for the traditions that protected the central role of the temple and its sacrifices and cult.  For this reason, they were suspicious of the Pharisees and their “lay theology” that did not center on the temple ritual.  It was for this reason they generally accepted Roman rule to keep peace.  Next page…They insisted that only the Pentateuch, which stemmed from Moses, was binding law.  All the rest, including the prophets, was of lesser value.  They denied angels, the resurrection of the dead and any afterlife that would have reward or punishment since these were not affirmed in the Torah.  They formed an important group in the Sanhedrin, the council of Jewish leaders that decided religious matters during the Roman period.  When the Jewish revolt of 66 AD brought the total destruction of Jerusalem, most of the Sadducees finally sided against Rome and were killed.  They never appear again after this period.  



• Essenes 
• “Pious ones” 
• Lived near the Dead Sea 
• Community life with shared 

possessions  
• Loyalty to the “Righteous 

Teacher” 
• Use of water in Rituals 
• Lived celibate lives 
• Believed in the coming of two 

messiahs: “Messiahs of Aaron and 
Israel” 

• Broke from the Sadducees and 
Pharisees 

• Practices resembled early Jewish 
Christian Communities 
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We know even less about the Essenes.  The name may mean “pious ones” just like the Pharisees of the Maccabee era.  They are thought to have lived in the northern end of the Dead Sea below Jericho in the Qumran valley.They lived a community life where they shared their possessions.They had a loyalty to the teachings of the “Righteous Teacher” their hero who opposed the attempts of the “Wicked Priest” to allows as high priests those who were not qualified.They used water frequently in rites for cleansing and admission to the group.They lived lives of celibacy because they believed the “final times” were present.  They also believed in the coming of two messiahs:  the” Messiahs of Aaron and of Israel”, one a political ruler and the other a priest.  Next page…It is thought they broke from the Sadducees over the legitimacy of some high priests and with the Pharisees over the question of whether it was still legitimate to worship at the temple as a result of this sacrilege. Some of their practices resemble those of the early Jewish Christian Communities that are reported in the Acts of the Apostles and the Letter of Paul.  Their use of water for initiation and purification and the overseers for their communities who acted much like the first bishops in the Pauline churches.  Many authors note similarities between the Essenes life and that of John the Baptist.  



DEAD SEA SCROLLS 

• Fragments of all the books of the 
Old Testament except Esther 

• Commentaries 
• Portion of Book of Tobit in Hebrew 

and Aramaic and non-biblical 
books 

• Other documents of the Essene Life 
 

Presenter
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The Essenes appear again in 1947 with the discovery of the Dead Sea Scrolls that were found in the caves around Qumran giving us an insight into some of the Essenes’ interests.  Fragment pieces of all the books of the Old Testament except Esther have been found.  The most popular were Deuteronomy, the psalms and a complete Isaiah Scroll.Another large group of texts turned out to be commentaries on biblical books, especially on the prophets with the largest surviving scroll on the Book of Habakkuk.Portions of the Book of Tobit were found in both Hebrew and Aramaic.  Found also were fragments of nonbiblical books; First Enoch, the Book of Jubilees and some stories about Daniel that do not appear in the biblical text.  Other documents found is a handbook for community life, the “War Scroll” sometimes called the war of the sons of light and the sons of darkness, the “Thanksgiving Scroll a collection of hymns and psalms, rules and reflections on the history and life of the group in a non-community setting,  popular legends on the Noah and Abraham stories in Aramaic, legal observances and rules often quite different from those in Leviticus, a scroll showing where their temple wealth was hidden, a calendar, a list of rulings about worship at the temple and a large wisdom text. All of these have been invaluable in modern biblical scholarship.  



VALUE OF THE OLD TESTAMENT 
FOR CHRISTIANS 

“The principal purpose to which the plan of 
the old covenant was directed was to 
prepare for the coming of Christ, the 
Redeemer of all and of the messianic 
kingdom, to announce this coming by 
prophecy, and to indicate its meaning 
through various types.  For though Christ 
established the new covenant in his blood, still 
the books of the Old Testament with all their 
parts, caught up into the proclamation of the 
Gospel, acquire and show forth their full 
meaning in the New Testament and in turn 
shed light on it and explain it.” 
   (n. 15-16) 
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As we come to the end of our study of the Old Testament, we may ask the question what does God’s revelation to Israel have for those who believe in Jesus Christ.  The Catholic Bishops of the Second Vatican Council answered this question in this adaptation of the Constitution on Divine Revelation or Dei Verbum:  QuoteThese statements emphasize the Old Testament as Prophetic prediction of Christ and as the bearer of a promise that is not complete until Jesus.  The first disciples and Christian writers were as strongly affected by the hope that prophecy would live again as were the Jewish rabbis.  We see the Old Testament as promise and the New Testament as fulfillment.  Another means of connecting the two is to see both as proclamation of faith in the God of Israel who is also the Father proclaimed by Jesus.  God is one, and both Jews and Christians share humble obedience and worship of the same God.  For Christians, the Old Testament properly becomes a necessary part of our own faith heritage in the lifelong search to know God better.  



RESOURCES FOR SURVEY OF OLD 
TESTAMENT 



DIOCESE OF BOISE 
OFFICE OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION AND  

CATECHETICAL LEADERSHIP 

Jackie Hopper 
208-350-7541 

jhopper@rcdb.org 
www.catholicidaho.org 

mailto:jhopper@rcdb.org


REFLECTION QUESTIONS 
• Why does the Catholic Bible have 46 Books compared to 39 in the Protestant Bible?   
• What is the most important theme of the Old Testament?  How does this differ from the 

other religions of their time? 
• Which archaeological time periods did the Old Testament take place? 
• What are the three literary tools for Biblical Criticism?  What does each tool look for in 

Biblical study? 
• Briefly describe each of the five books of the Pentateuch. 
• Briefly describe some of the major characteristics of J, E, P and D. 
• What key factors led to the Babylonian exile?   
• What are the Biblical Novellas and what sets them apart from the other books in the Old 

Testament?   
• Briefly describe Judaism at the time immediately prior to the dawn of Christianity.   
• What are the three Religious Movements in the 1st Century BC?  Briefly describe the 

characteristics of each one.   
• What was found at Qumran? 

 
 



CLOSING PRAYER 

“My Lord, our King, You alone are our God. 
Please help me, for I am alone and I have no one else 
but You to turn to; my life is in danger. 
As a child I was always told by the people of the land 
of my forefathers that You, O Lord, chose Israel 
from among all peoples and designated our fathers 
from among all their ancestors as a perpetual heritage, 
and that all of Your promises to them were fulfilled. 
Now, however, we have sinned in Your sight 
by worshiping the gods of our enemies, 
and You have delivered us into their hands 
because You are just, O Lord … 
Do not forget us, O Lord. 
Be present to us in the time of our distress and grant me courage, 
O King of gods and Ruler of every earthly power … 
Save us by Your power, and come to my aid, 
for I am alone and have no one but You on whom to depend, O Lord.” 
Amen. 
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From the Book of Esther
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